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[ Health-Related Quality-of-life (HR-QoL or Qol)

[ Durg Utilization

—1 Miscellaneous

Convergent
validity

The degree of
correlation between
different measures of
the same construct

Criterion
(predictive) validity

The degree to which
a ‘new’ health-status
measure correlates with
a ‘gold standard’ or to
its relationship with an
external criterion

Health profile

A health-status
measure that produces
scores of different health
domains (e.g., physical
well-being, role func-
tioning, mental health)
using the same metric

Health status index

An index that uses weights
to compare different levels
of health status; can be
used to calculate the total
number of QALYs

Linear
analogue
instrument

A horizontal or
vertical line anchored at
one end with ‘death’ and
the other ‘perfect health’;
used by patients to
assess current
health status

Reproducibility
(reliability)

The extent to which
repeated administration
of a quality-of-life
instrument to a stable
population yields the
same results

Utility measure
of HR-QolL

A single summary score
on the conventional utility
scale of health = 1.0,
death =0.0

Utility weighted
index
A QoL weighting scheme

with weights determined
using a utility approach

Responsiveness

The extent to which a
quality-of-life instrument
can detect small but
clinically important
changes

Equity criteria

The value or weights
attributed to different
individuals or groups

Construct
(or discriminant)
validity

The degree to which a
quality-of-life instrument
specifies the factors that
account for variability in
the state of health that

the instrument is
intended to measure

Face validity

That quality of a
health-status measure
such that it seems to be
a reasonable measure
of some domain of
health-related
quality-of-life

Health status
instrument

A constellation of
questionnaires, interview
schedules, administrative

procedures and scoring
instructions for a health-
status measure

Health-related
quality of life
(HR-QolL)

QoL measures that are
likely to be influenced by
health interventions

Multi-attribute
scale instrument

An instrument for qua-
lity-of-life measurement
that includes a health
status classification
system in which health
is defined as being
comprised of several
domains of patient
functioning (e.g.,
physical, mental,
emotional) and a
scoring function to
convert health status
so measured into
health- related quality
of life (typically on a
scale of death = 0
to perfect health = 1)

Sensitivity to
change
The extent to which an
instrument is responsive
to changes in quality of
life over time

Single domain
instrument

Instrument examining
a narrow and clearly
defined area of QoL

Global health
index

An index of health
status that combines
all aspects of patient

functioning into a single
number

Content validity

The degree to which a
health-status measure
represents the health
domains included within
the measure

Health status
measure

Single instrument
measuring different
aspects of QoL;
individual scores
may be aggregated
into an Index

Healthy years
equivalent (HYE)

The hypothetical number
of years spent in perfect
health that could be
considered equivalent
to the actual number of
years spent in a defined
imperfect state of health

Quality-of-life
(Qol)

Physical, social and
emotional aspects of a
patient’s well-being that
are relevant and impor-

tant to the individual

Utility

A cardinal measure of
the preference for, or
desirability of, a specific
level of health status or
a specific health outcome

Interviewer bias

Bias caused by a respon-
dent's predisposition to
the interviewer or the
interviewer's interpretation
of the answers

Quality-adjusted
life year
(gained) [QALY]

A common measure
of health improvement
used in CUA: combines
mortality and QoL gains
(outcome of a treatment
measured as the number
of years of life saved,
adjusted for quality)

Utility function

A mathematical
representation of an
individual's level of satis-
faction with each set of
health status alternatives

Utility scale

An interval or ratio
scale, defined by 2
anchor states or
outcomes and their
scores, on which utilities
are measured. Often
defined by full
health = 1.0
and death = 0.0

Meta-analysis

A systematic process for
finding, evaluating and
combining the results
of sets of data from

different scientific
studies




